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Black Crow is a metaphor for the wise watchful eye of Aboriginal male role
models and their key responsibilities within the community.
Black Crow expands on Narungga and Trawoolwaway artist Daen SansburySmith's representation of Narungga and Palawa stories, art and culture. The
exhibition explores transference of inherited knowledge, stories and
responsibility from a father to his young children. Through ochre, charcoal and
acrylic on canvas, Sansbury-Smith maps Ancestral memory and connection to
country, sharing stories of pre and post-contact Aboriginal history and culture.
This mapping draws upon cultural design of huge importance to Sansbury-Smith.

1. 1. Dindu (Sun) and Bira (Moon)
2.
3.

2020
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas
(pair)

4.

400 x 1200 mm each panel

5.
6.
7.
8.

Price: $2,600
“This painting follows the path of father sun and
mother moon who created balance for life to be
given on Tasmania. Sometimes the moon sneaks
into the day to be near the sun and look over all
they have created. This painting can be flipped to
have the sun or the moon leading the way. The
circles represent man and the semi-circles
represent women, displaying the countless
generations of cultural continuation. The canvas
with the circle in the top left is the man, the
canvas with the semi-circle in the bottom left is
the woman and the rectangle give space to
envisage yourself in either. The Dots represent
the Mallee scrub. The line is the path that they
take following each other and stopping at men’s
and women’s meeting sites, creating balance and
life for all.”

2. Going Back Home
2018
9.
White ochre, charcoal, and acrylic on canvas
10.

915 x 915 mm

11.
12.
13.

Not for Sale
“When the yellow bulb of a Billy button plant
flowers, it signified the returning of Butterfish to
the shallow waters to be hunted. However, these
days, I tend to wait for the school holidays and
pack the kids into the car to travel home and fish.
This painting reflects returning to my
Grandmother’s country in SA and continuing a
cultural practice at special sites, and diving for
butterfish.”

14.3. Adjadura (My People’s) Country
15.

2020
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas

16.

600 x 900 mm

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Sales Price: $1,690
“This painting is of my grandmother’s country. It
shows the salt water, the billy button plants and
countless generations of Narungga people, the
footprints of the Nantu and the rising sun on the
edge of the Mallee scrub.”

22.4. Bira (the Moon)
23.

2020
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas
(pair)
305 x 610 mm each panel

24.
25.
26.

Sales Price: $910
“This painting is of the moon mother watching
over the land and the people for countless
generations.”

5. Gynburra (Butterfish)
27.
28.
29.

2020
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas

30.

900 x 600 mm

31.
32.

Sales Price: $1,300
“When a Narungga person passes on, their
spirit departs with the setting sun into the
waters on the west coast of Narungga country.
This painting displays all those before me who
have fished and lived off the waters.”

6.
33.

Djindrin (Willy wag-tail) and Nantu
(Kangaroo)

34.
35.

2020
White, yellow and orange ochre, charcoal, and
acrylic on canvas

36.

600 x 760 mm

37.
38.

Sales Price: $1,300
“In this painting, Djindrin (willy wagtail) the
storyteller is sharing some information with
Nantu (a Kangaroo), who can pass this
information to the Nantu Warra (Kangaroo
talker) of the Narungga people. The circles and
semi-circles represent the countless
generations of cultural practice and embedded
cultural beliefs. The dots represent the mallee
scrub of Yorke Peninsula, and the pathways
represent the Nantu, Djindrin and men’s path,
all walking parallel.”

7.
39.

Nantu Warra (Kangaroo Talker)

40.
41.

2019
White, yellow and orange ochre, charcoal, and
acrylic on canvas

42.

500 x 400 mm

43.
44.
45.

Sales Price: $650
“Clever men of the northern Narungga are
known as Nantu Warra, who can speak to the
Nantu (Kangaroos). The Nantu have spotted
the man coming in the distance. The setting
sun symbol is circled by the path of Man and
Nantu, forever travelling parallel.”

8.
46.

Legana (freshwater)

47.
48.

2019
White, yellow and orange ochre, charcoal, and
acrylic on canvas

49.

500 x 400 mm

50.
51.
52.

Sales Price: $650
“Legana is an ancient waterhole on the Tamar
River in Tasmania. My family are from the North
East of Tasmania although, post settlement this
river has been central to our lives. I painted this
so I don’t forget this special place whilst living in
Melbourne.”

9.
53.

Old Highway

54.

2019
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas
(pair)
300 x 300 mm each panel

55.
56.
57.

Sales Price: $650
“This picture follows an old Aboriginal track to
the North East coast of Tasmania. In recent
times this track has since been turned into a
highway.”

10. Dhindu (Sun)
58.
59.

2019
White, yellow and orange ochre, charcoal, and
acrylic on canvas

60.

500 x 400 mm

61.
Sales Price: $650
62.
“This painting shows countless generations of
men; totemic beings and spirits walking the
paths to the special meeting places.”

11. Adja (My) Brother
63.
64.

2020
White ochre, charcoal and acrylic on canvas

65.

1100 x 520 mm

66.
67.

Sales Price: $1,300
“This painting is of a Narungga burial. A special
person lays at rest and those who follow must
learn to lead.”

12. Adja (My) Mother
68.
69.

2019
White ochre, charcoal, and acrylic on canvas

70.

1000 x 500 mm

71.
72.

Not for Sale
“This painting is of my mother who is always
prepared to leave her special place of peace to
check on and care for her family.”

